
This moment brought hope of a possible solution to the most formidable obstacle in the Latah 
Trail's history…. but I am slightly ahead of the story. 
 

Inspiration for the Latah Trail began with a cross-country ski trip in Bear Creek Canyon between 
Troy and Kendrick in January, 1998.  For the first 8 miles south of Troy, through a ribbon of 
wilderness, our group saw only snow, sky, trees, creek and a lone bobcat scampering up a forested 
hillside.  With a dream of sharing this beautiful place with people who would use and respect it, 
the Latah Trail Foundation was born. 
 

Despite such inspiration, the Foundation did not focus attention on the trail in Bear Creek Canyon 
for over a decade.  Because several property owners in the canyon vocally opposed the trail, the 
Foundation decided to concentrate efforts on the Moscow-Troy corridor and demonstrate that a 
public trail would be a major benefit to the community and a good neighbor. 
 

In early 2009, the Latah Trail Foundation's Board of Directors scheduled a weekend retreat to 
discuss plans for trail expansion.  Before the retreat was held, the future became the present, as we 
learned that the railroad salvage company had agreed to sell four 19th century railroad bridges in 
Bear Creek Canyon to a scrap metal dealer.  This news was a direct call to action.  The Board 
retreat focused on strategies to acquire these irreplaceable bridges along with four more bridges 
and 8.5 miles of the 10 miles of abandoned railroad in the Canyon.  Because the Foundation had 
exhausted all of its funds in reimbursing Latah County for the paving between Moscow and Troy, 
there was no money to make this happen.  With financial assistance from Bill Thomson and 
Wendy McClure, the Foundation moved quickly to acquire rights to the four bridges that had been 
destined for the scrap heap, 4 additional bridges and approximately 8.5 miles of the old railbed. 
 

This roadless area became the newest part of the Latah Trail when Latah County accepted a deed 
to the Bear Creek Canyon railroad right-of-way in August, 2009.  Although a portion of the old 
railbed is privately owned with no public access, we hope that one day this trail will extend the full 
length of this beautiful canyon.   In the meantime, the Latah Trail Foundation's priorities are to 
provide safe public use of the accessible trail in Bear Creek Canyon, restrict inappropriate uses 
and preserve the natural beauty of the canyon.  In this way we hope to show our neighbors that a 
public trail is a community asset worthy of development and their support. 
 

Special thanks to the Latah County Commissioners, Tom Stroschein, Jennifer Barrett and Jack 
Nelson, for supporting the public interest in this project and to the Latah County Parks & 
Recreation Department under the capable leadership of Andy Grant.  I would also be remiss if I 
did not also let you know how much we appreciate and need your support.  The Latah Trail 
Foundation has incurred substantial debt to acquire these resources and welcomes your generous 
contributions to help us repay our debt and also to enable us to make necessary improvements to 
the bridges and trail surface of Bear Creek Canyon.  We want your trail experiences to be as safe 
and enjoyable as possible.  Please respect property rights and travel with caution, as we welcome 
you to Bear Creek Canyon and the spectacular Latah Trail. 
 

Ron Landeck is Board President of the Latah Trail Foundation. 
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2009 has marked a crossroad for the Latah Trail 
Foundation.  Paving of the Latah Trail between Moscow 
and Troy was completed in October, 2008, a 10-year 
process celebrated in May, 2009, with a ribbon-cutting 
picnic in Troy City Park.  As I was flipping burgers for 
the 150 or so trail enthusiasts in Troy that morning, Bill 
Thomson asked if I could use some help.  Those words 
would soon take on added significance.  When he and I 
had finished grilling and serving burgers, Bill told me he 
had set aside funds for the trail.   
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The Latah Trail Foundation helped in 
acquiring 8.5 miles of new Latah County 
public trail, which extends the current Latah 
Trail between Troy and Moscow.  The new 
property includes some, but not all, of the old 
rail bed southeast of Troy down Bear Creek 
Canyon toward Kendrick.  Our first priority, 
together with Latah County, is to make safety 
improvements in order to open the first 4.8 
miles of trail southeast of Troy.  Our 
fundraising goal for the next year is 
$125,000.  Any funds you are able to donate 
would go towards the line items mentioned 
below and would help us reach our goal to 
open the first 4.8 miles of new trail in 2010. 
 

 ‘09—’10 Fundraising Plan  
 

$43,000  Land repayments for 4.8 miles  of 
   trail southeast of Troy, Idaho 
$2,000    Gates to restrict motorized access & 
   signs to inform users in Bear Creek 
   Canyon 
$40,000  Bridge improvements on first four 
   bridges southeast of Troy 
$20,000  Western trailhead at Carmichael Rd. 
$5,000   Capital maintenance fund 
$15,000  Organizational overhead 
 
$125,000  Total Fundraising Goal  
  2009-2010 
 
 

Nora Locken is Executive Director of the 
Latah Trail Foundation. 
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Nancy Nelson is a Board Member of the Latah Trail Foundation. 
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A new trail is a pleasure to walk and ride on. You move along without thinking of tree 
roots or looking for missing pavement. Our recently completed trail between Troy and 
Moscow is a stretch of velvety-smooth asphalt. But it’s not going to stay that way.  

Seams in the paving will stretch apart and the edges of the trail 
will crumble in places.  The surface will start to break down; it’s 
already starting to show its age on the oldest paved stretches near 
Troy.  
 

The answer to these problems, of course, is maintenance. We’ll 
seal those cracks and have a resurfacing schedule to keep damage 
to a minimum. And there’s always a need for weed trimming and 
sweeping, which promote drainage and keep the trail surface safe 
for walking and riding.   
 

All of this takes money dedicated to regular maintenance. 
Beginning this fall, the Latah Trail Foundation is offering 
memberships to encourage everyone to participate in the ongoing 
care of the Latah Trail. Membership levels are modest and 
designed to encourage people to give at a level that fits their 
budgets. We believe everyone can find a way to support trail 
maintenance by participating as a member.  
 

Join us by becoming a member and giving annually. Together, 
we’ll generate the regular funding the trail needs for maintenance.  
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In January, 2009, the Latah Trail Foundation expanded our board of directors to include three new members, 
Margaret Dibble, Aimee Shipman and Scott Oplinger.  They have each brought a lot of energy, ideas and fresh 
perspective to the board.    

Margaret works as a plant molecular biologist at the University of Idaho in the Plant, Soils & Entomological 
Sciences Department.  She currently serves on the Moscow School Board and can be seen biking the trail 
regularly. 
 

Aimee is an Associate Land Use Planner for Latah County.  She has proven skills in grant writing and hopes to 
organize a half-marathon on the Latah Trail in coming years. 
 

Scott is the manager of Hall Closet Uniform and Apparel in downtown Moscow.  He recently moved from Troy to 
Moscow and has logged many miles on the Latah Trail and other trails in our region. 
 

I’m sure you’ll meet Scott, Aimee and Margaret at upcoming events.  We’re thrilled to have them on board!! 
 
 

Nora Locken is Executive Director of the Latah Trail Foundation. 
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Remember the thrill of getting your first puppy? Do you remember the responsibility of 
caring for it? Bicycle-pedestrian trails are kind of like that. There’s the thrill of 
acquisition, followed by the reality of providing ongoing care. The Latah Trail is part of 
an integrated network of trails, and is worthy of our consistent support. 
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The Latah Trail Foundation sponsored a community bike ride from the 
NRS East (formerly Tidyman’s) parking lot in Moscow to Troy City Park 
on Saturday, May 9, 2009.  This event, which marked the completion and 
the official “opening” of the Latah Trail, attracted over 150 participants 
on a sunny, breezy, and slightly chilly spring morning.  
 

The 10:00 am event kick off at NRS East was marked by a large wave of 
bicyclists enthusiastically heading east on the trail towards Troy.  Water 
stations manned by volunteers (aka Latah Trail Foundation Board 
members) were strategically positioned along the trail to provide 
opportunities for refreshment and recuperation. The community ride 
culminated in a barbeque hosted at the Trail’s east end in Troy City Park 
which featured hamburgers, potato salad, baked beans and brownies.  
 

County Commissioners Jennifer Barrett and Tom Stroschein and Moscow 
City Council President John Weber were present to participate in the 
ribbon-cutting festivities and to publicly attest to the Latah Trail’s value 
as a recreational amenity and transportation corridor for County and City 
residents. Judging by the smiles, lively conversation, and dwindling stack 
of hamburgers, a good time was had by all! 

So far, that network includes Pullman’s Riverwalk and Moscow’s Paradise Path, as well as the Latah and Chipman 
Trails. The popular 7.45-mile Bill Chipman Palouse Trail between Moscow and Pullman is maintained by Whitman 
County Parks Department, with funding from the cities of Moscow and Pullman, Whitman County, Washington State 
University and the University of Idaho. Those five partners signed a memorandum of understanding in 1997, committing 
each to $7,500 per year and to sharing maintenance and operations costs and implementing operational procedures for 
that trail. 
 

The City of Moscow supports efforts to develop a similar agreement among stakeholders who benefit from the Latah 
Trail. As part of an integrated system, linked to the Chipman Trail by Moscow’s Paradise Path, and tantalizingly close to 
the Ed Corkill trail between Kendrick and Juliaetta, it is imperative that Latah County is able to maintain the Latah Trail 
as a linear park and non-motorized transportation corridor. With 11 miles of paving from Troy to Moscow and another 
8.4 gorgeous miles recently acquired between Troy and Kendrick, the costs for routine maintenance and capital 
accumulation for larger projects like resurfacing will be significant. 
 

The Latah Trail benefits area residents and visitors, commuters and recreationists, businesses and property development 
interests. It is an attractor to those who seek to live in a place with ready access to parks and outdoor sports amenities. It 
has economic, health and social benefits. Please join the City of Moscow, Latah Trail Foundation, Latah County, 
University of Idaho, City of Troy, and hopefully other area partners in contributing to ongoing maintenance of your 
Latah Trail. 
  

Nancy Chaney is Mayor of Moscow and a Board Member of the Latah Trail Foundation. 

A big thank you to all the volunteers who help make events like this one, and so much else, happen on the trail!!  
 

Aimee Shipman is a Board Member of the Latah Trail Foundation. 
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When Lewis and Clark first visited the Palouse region in the early 1800s, 
they noted that it was covered by a bunchgrass prairie “with nary a tree in 
sight.” The Palouse proved a fertile ground for growing wheat and other 
crops, and by 1900 most of the prairie had been turned into cropland. 
Today, less than 1 percent of the Palouse prairie is left, making it one of the 
most endangered ecosystems in the United States. The Palouse once was 
blanketed with a mixture of bunchgrasses, forbs, and low shrubs and more 
than 100 plant species are known to reside in the remaining prairie.   

  

Most prairie remnants occur as eyebrows in fields on hillsides too steep to plow and few Palouse residents have had the 
opportunity to walk in a prairie patch or to experience the changing kaleidoscope of wildflowers over the growing 
season. 
 

A strip of land south of the Latah Trail between Carmichael and Lenville roads is currently being restored to prairie.  
The strip of land is just over ½ acre and was covered with grasses and noxious weeds.  Herbicide spraying to kill the 
vegetation was started in March, 2009 and will continue into 2010 until the remaining vegetation is killed.  Some native 
snowberry and native roses have been spared and will be left to help restore the prairie.  Once the existing weeds are 
brought under control, native wildflower seedlings will be transplanted, likely in Fall, 2010.  A mixture of native seeds 
will also be sown to help establish herbs and grasses.  Weeding will be undertaken until the prairie plants are able to 
establish themselves. At this time, interpretive signs will be installed.  Once restoration techniques are established, and 
as funding becomes available, it is hoped that further noxious weed strips can be restored to prairie along the trail. 
 

The restoration project has been partially funded by the Palouse Prairie Foundation www.palouseprairie.org and the 
Idaho Native Plant Society www.idahonativeplants.org, and also by private donations.  The project is still short on funds 
for completion and anyone wishing to donate can do so by contacting the Latah Trail Foundation.   
�

John Crock is owner of Hyperspud Sports in Moscow, Idaho and is a Latah Trail Foundation volunteer. 


